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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
May 17, 2020 
 
What makes our Easter 
celebration so amazing is that 
here it is that same Lord 
Jesus whom we witnessed 
dying on a bloody cross who 
now risen from the dead 
appears and speaks to us. 
Today He promises that we will live as he lives (John 14:19). We hear the inspired words of 
Peter speak about suffering “for righteousness’ sake” living in the very resurrection hope of 
Christ. His resurrection life gives us new life, which for now is but the beginning to be stretched 
out into life eternal. 
 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
GATHERING SONG    “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven” 
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INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: The three sad days have quickly sped,     (LSB 464:3) 

He rises glorious from the dead. 
All glory to our risen Head!        
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Pastor: Even as we glory in the gift of eternal life, in that hope we spend our days in joyful 

repentance and faith. Let us confess our sin, the sin that still so easily besets us, and 
receive the full forgiveness our Lord daily provides for us. 

People: Lord God,           
though the strife is over,        (LSB 464:1) 
the battle done,  
and now is the victor’s triumph won,  
sin still hangs on.  
We are Your baptized people. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us into our Easter joy. 

 
Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you. And in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

God our Father, You protect Your children from all that would harm our salvation. Give 
us the courage of faith and love toward You, that we have boldness to live for You and 
confess Your holy name before all; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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 WORD  
 
FIRST READING    Acts 17:16–31 
 
Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw 
that the city was full of idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout 
persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. Some of the 
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What does this 
babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because 
he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. And they took him and brought him to the 
Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? For you 
bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what these things mean.” 
Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing 
except telling or hearing something new. 
 
So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every 
way you are very religious. For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I 
found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord 
of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, 
as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and 
everything. And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the 
earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they 
should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far 
from each one of us, for 
 
“‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 
 
as even some of your own poets have said, 
 
“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 
 
Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or 
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. The times of ignorance God 
overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day 
on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this 
he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 
 
Pastor: Christ has risen from the dead. 
People: God the Father has crowned Him with glory and honor, 
Pastor: He has given Him dominion over the works of His hands; 
People: He has put all things under His feet. 
 
 
EPISTLE    1 Peter 3:13–22 
 
Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if you should suffer 
for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who 
asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a 
good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in 
Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, 
than for doing evil. 
 
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us 
to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he went and 
proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience 
waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were brought safely through water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves 
you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 
God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 
 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
ALLELUIA VERSE    (sung twice) 
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HOLY GOSPEL    John 14:15–21 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and 
will be in you. 
 

“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a little while and the world will see me 
no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. In that day you will know that I 
am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. Whoever has my commandments and keeps 
them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 
him and manifest myself to him.” 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
SONG OF THE DAY “Christ Is Risen, Christ Is Living”    (Spanish Easter Song) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

3 Death has lost its old dominion,  Let the world rejoice and shout! 

Christ, the firstborn of the living,  Gives us life and leads us out. 

Let us thank our God, who causes  Hope to spring up from the ground; 

Christ is risen, Christ is giving  Life eternal, life profound. 
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SERMON 
 
 
CREED Nicene Creed 
 
People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 

 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs. 
 
 For the faithful proclamation of Jesus Christ to those who do not know Him, that 

through hearing the Word of the Lord many may be brought to faith and to the 
knowledge of the truth, let us pray to the Lord:  

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For the Church of God here and everywhere, that all who confess Jesus Christ may be 

united in doctrine and witness, defended against all the assaults of the enemy, and 
eager to gather together around Your Word and Sacrament in love for one another, let 
us pray to the Lord:  

People: Lord, have mercy. 
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Pastor: For this parish, for the work of the Kingdom in our community, and for the resources 
to accomplish all that God desires, that His name may be glorified among us and His 
purpose fulfilled in our words and works, let us pray to the Lord:  

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For the agencies and institutions through which we love our neighbor and provide for 

those in need, for the destitute and homeless, and for everyone who suffers 
unemployment and underemployment, that we may aid them in their needs and assist 
them to find honorable labor to supply all their needs, let us pray to the Lord:  

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
People: For the lonely who suffer the burdens of life without friendship or family, for those 

depressed or weary of pandemic measures, and for the fellowship of the Church, that 
we may bear one another’s burdens and live in community with Christ as our head, let 
us pray to the Lord:  

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For the sick and those who suffer, [especially…,] that God would grant healing to their 

bodies, peace for their minds, and consolation in their grief and sorrows, let us pray to 
the Lord:  

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For love of godly things, that we may delight in God’s Word and walk in His ways; and 

for the Spirit, that we may be led into all truth and kept from error and false doctrine, 
let us pray to the Lord:  

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For the nation, for those who lead our nation, for the end of the pandemic, for peace 

among nations, and for an end to terror and violence, that we may work for the 
common good so that justice may prevail, life be protected and truth abound, let us 
pray to the Lord:  

Pastor: Lord, have mercy. 
 

(other petitions may be offered at this time) 
 
Pastor: O Lord, our God, as we recall the obedient life and life-giving death of Your Son for our 

salvation, we pray You to strengthen our faith and to make our hearts bold, that we 
may not fear but address our prayers to You in all humility. Hear us on behalf of Jesus 
Christ, our great High Priest, who even now stands before You on our behalf, pleading 
our cause with His own blood, until that day when we are delivered from the changes 
and chances of this mortal life and stand before You in heaven; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, You lead us to remember and confess Your 
holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 
from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. 
So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.     Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG    “Because He Lives”    (sung twice) 
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